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achievements of black musicians whose work 
reflects the diversity of our citizens and lifts 
the human spirit. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim June 2007 as 
Black Music Month. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to learn more about the history of black 
music and to enjoy the great contributions 
of African-American musicians. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of May, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:52 a.m., June 1, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on June 4. 

Proclamation 8152—National Child’s 
Day, 2007 
May 31, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Today’s children are tomorrow’s leaders, 

and our Nation has a responsibility to ensure 
that they develop the character and skills 
needed to succeed. On National Child’s Day, 
we underscore our commitment to our chil-
dren and pledge to provide them with the 
care, protection, and education they deserve. 

Children are great blessings in our lives. 
They rely on the love and guidance of par-
ents, family members, mentors from faith- 
based and community organizations, and 
teachers to help them gain a sense of con-
fidence and learn that their actions have con-
sequences. All of us play an important role 
in teaching our children that the decisions 
they make today will affect them for the rest 
of their lives. 

My Administration is committed to help-
ing young Americans reach their full poten-
tial. One of my top priorities is to reauthorize 

the No Child Left Behind Act, a good law 
that has brought great progress. Students are 
scoring higher and beginning to close the 
achievement gap, proving that when we set 
expectations high, America’s schools and stu-
dents will rise to meet them. My Administra-
tion is also ensuring that our country is com-
petitive by enhancing math and science edu-
cation through the American Competitive-
ness Initiative. Additionally, the Department 
of Health and Human Services and its part-
ners are working to prevent childhood obe-
sity by encouraging America’s youth to exer-
cise and practice healthy eating habits. And 
the Helping America’s Youth initiative, led 
by First Lady Laura Bush, raises awareness 
about the challenges that face our young peo-
ple and motivates caring adults to connect 
with children in three key areas: family, 
school, and community. We will continue to 
work to provide a safe environment and a 
quality education for our Nation’s boys and 
girls to ensure that they are prepared to lead 
lives of purpose and success. 

On National Child’s Day and throughout 
the year, we are grateful for young Americans 
and those who support them. Through a lov-
ing commitment to America’s youth, we can 
create a more hopeful society, build a bright 
future for our country, and encourage our 
children to achieve their dreams. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim June 3, 2007 as 
National Child’s Day. I call upon our citizens 
to celebrate National Child’s Day with the 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. I also 
urge all Americans to dedicate time and en-
ergy to educating our youth and providing 
them with a safe and caring environment. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of May, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:55 a.m., June 4, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on June 5. 
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Interview With Foreign Print 
Journalists 
May 31, 2007 

The President. First, I’m really looking 
forward to the trip. It’s a chance for me to 
see old friends, make new friends, and talk 
about an agenda that is based upon freedom 
and the obligation, for those of us who ben-
efit from our free societies, to help less fortu-
nate people. 

Obviously, the G–8 is going to be the cen-
ter point of the visit; it will be where the 
most focus is. But I take my bilateral visits 
very seriously. We’re starting in the Czech 
Republic; I’m looking forward to seeing the 
President and the Prime Minister. That’s my 
third trip? Second trip? Second trip. It’s a 
beautiful city. 

Besides my bilateral meetings with the 
leadership, I am looking forward to my de-
mocracy speech. Vaclav Havel has asked me 
to come and speak to a democracy forum. 
I feel very strongly that the United States 
must take the lead in promoting democracy 
around the world—even in places where it 
may not look like it could—that it’s very hos-
pitable because I believe, ultimately, it is hos-
pitable. And so it’s going to be an important 
speech, and I’m working on it. 

And then, of course, I go to Germany for 
the G–8. I’ve been in that beautiful part of 
your country before. I’m looking forward to 
the seaside resort. Of course, I’m anxious to 
see the Chancellor. She and I have got a very 
strong relationship. I don’t know if you know 
this or not, but we do visit via secure video 
on a fairly regular basis. I’ve had some—you 
know, a lot of meaningful conversations with 
her, other than by phone. 

And then the G–8, it’s going to be an im-
portant meeting, just like all G–8s are. And 
this year I’ll be talking about the need for 
all of us to work together to deal with HIV/ 
AIDS and malaria and education. And, of 
course, global climate change will be an issue 
as well. 

And then we’ll go on to Poland. I’m look-
ing forward to going back—for my third time; 
twice in Czech Republic, third time in Po-
land. Of course, part of the discussions with 
both countries will be on missile defense. I’ll 
be glad to answer any questions you have 

on that. It’s just an important issue for us 
to discuss, and it’s an important for me to 
allay people’s fears. 

My friend Vladimir Putin is making this 
to be a case where somehow this is going 
to jeopardize relations in Europe and it’s 
going to make the world a more dangerous 
place—quite the opposite. The reason one 
advocates and works for a missile defense sys-
tem is to protect free peoples from the 
launch of a missile from a hostile regime. 
Russia is not hostile. Russia is a friend. We 
don’t agree with Russia all the time, but nev-
ertheless, I view them as a friendly nation, 
not a hostile nation. And I will work with 
Vladimir Putin not only at the G–8 but when 
he comes to visit up east here. But I know 
that’s going to be part of our conversation. 

By the way, in the case of the Czech Re-
public, Poland, Italy, and, to a certain extent, 
Bulgaria, and definitely Germany, there’s a 
lot of, obviously, you know, Americans who 
are very interested in this trip. Polish Ameri-
cans are—there’s a lot of them, and they real-
ly love their country of origin, their grand-
fathers’ country of origin. And this is an im-
portant trip symbolically, as well, to see their 
American President in Poland—or in Italy, 
a lot of Italian Americans are very proud of 
their heritage as well. 

So the trip, obviously, is the chance to visit 
on important issues, whether it be Afghani-
stan or Iraq, where these countries are sup-
portive, as well as their common interests in 
bilateral issues. 

I’m looking forward to two things in 
Italy—obviously seeing His Holy Father. 
Sometimes I’m not poetic enough to describe 
what it’s like to be in the presence of the 
Holy Father. It is a moving experience. And 
I have not been in the presence of this par-
ticular Holy Father. Obviously, three visits 
with the last great man, and I’m looking for-
ward to this. I’m looking forward to hearing 
him. He’s a good thinker and a smart man. 
I’ll be in a listening mode. 

And then Prime Minister Prodi, with 
whom I’ve had a long relationship. I knew 
him when he was the head of the EU. I can 
remember, fondly remember riding my 
mountain bike as hard as I could as he was 
jogging along the beaches in Georgia, nee-
dling him on the way by—a sign of close 
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